Honorary Doctorate
Sara Hurley, CDO for England, has received an Honorary Doctorate of Health from the University of Plymouth at a ceremony on the city's waterfront alongside graduates from the Peninsula Schools of Medicine and Dentistry. Did you know that the BDJ is the number 1 ranked dental journal in the world according to Altmetric? 1 Altmetric is a great tool for helping us find out how popular our articles are in the world of social media, news and blogs so here is a rundown of the top five articles, according to Altmetric score. Which topics got our readers talking? The boom in the sports drinks market may contribute towards the high levels of free sugars consumption among adolescents. Here Ruth Fairchild and colleagues examined children's knowledge and attitude towards sports drinks. Results showed that even though many children were aware of the detrimental effects of the drinks, they still regularly drank them. In August we published a very successful and popular minimum intervention (MI) themed issue. A highlight of the issue was Laurence Walsh's clinical article about the MI management of the older patient. Walsh discussed the oral health-related risks associated with an ageing population. He suggested that root surface protection, involvement of the whole healthcare team and promotion of self-care, among other factors, were extremely important in maintaining the dentition of older patients. This study by Jessica Mann and Mili Doshi looked at the effect of denture loss on patients and the financial burden this places on NHS Trusts. The authors note that the loss of dentures can have a significant detrimental effect on patients' wellbeing and the reimbursements the NHS trusts made over a six-year period suggest that denture loss is an unnecessary financial burden.
Practice: Minimal intervention management of the older patient
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